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Elizabeth Ford, MD, is a board-certified psychiatrist and forensic psychiatrist who has provided decades of direct treatment and leadership in mental 
healthcare for people involved in the criminal legal system in New York City. She is Associate Professor and Director and Founder of the Justice-
Involved Behavioral Health program in the Columbia University Department of Psychiatry. Dr. Ford’s research and academic work centers on topics 
related to increasing awareness about and knowledge of health care in confinement settings and encouraging mental health professionals to become 
more involved in reducing the criminalization of mental illness. She teaches locally and nationally to a range of multi-disciplinary trainees and 
providers and is an active researcher and contributor to the peer-reviewed scientific literature related to social justice, criminal justice, and psychiatry. 
Her first non-academic book, a critically acclaimed memoir entitled Sometimes Amazing Things Happen: Heartbreak and Hope on the Bellevue 
Hospital Psychiatric Prison Ward, was published in 2017. 
Former positions include the Director of the Division of Forensic Psychiatry at Bellevue Hospital, Training Director for the New York University 
(NYU) School of Medicine Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship, Chief of Psychiatry for New York City’s Health + Hospitals’ Correctional Health 
Services at Rikers Island, and Chief Medical Officer positions at the Center for Alternative Sentencing and Employment Services and the New York 
State Psychiatric Institute. Dr. Ford received her undergraduate degree from Yale University, her medical degree from the University of Virginia, and 
her psychiatric and forensic psychiatric training at the New York University School of Medicine. 
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Learning Objectives: As a result of participating in this Live Activity, participants should 
be able to: 
1. Explain current clinical and legal practices of emergency psychiatric evaluation for people under arrest 
in New York City, highlighting at least two provider knowledge gaps and systems barriers that reduce 
access to care. 
2. Discuss at least one difference related to diagnosis, length of emergency room stays, or disposition 
from the emergency room, between patients under arrest and those who are not. 
3. Describe at least one method by which the preliminary data reported in the presentation can be used to 
advocate for a legal intervention to improve health care access. 
 
Accreditation: In support of improving patient care, Hartford HealthCare is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) to provide continuing education for the healthcare team. 
Physicians: Hartford HealthCare designates this Live Activity for a maximum of 1.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™.  Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with 
the extent of their participation in the activity.   
Nurses: This activity is designated for a maximum 1.25 ANCC contact hours. 
Psychologists: Continuing Education (CE) credits for psychologists are provided through the co-sponsorship of the American Psychological Association (APA) Office of Continuing 
Education in Psychology (CEP). The APA CEP Office maintains responsibility for the content of the programs. 
Social Workers: As a Jointly Accredited Organization, Hartford HealthCare is approved to offer social work continuing education by the Association of Social Work Boards 
(ASWB) Approved Continuing Education (ACE) program. Organizations, not individual courses, are approved under this program. State and provincial regulatory boards have the 
final authority to determine whether an individual course may be accepted for continuing education credit. Hartford HealthCare maintains responsibility for this course. Social 
workers completing this course receive 1.25 general continuing education credits.  
Other Learners: All other learners will receive a Certificate of Participation for 1.25 hours of education. Consult your professional licensing board regarding the applicability and 
acceptance of certificates of participation for educational activities certified for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ from organizations accredited by Joint Accreditation for 
Interprofessional Continuing Education. 
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